
Editor: Ali DEM~RSOY 

Authors: 
Nuri Y~G~T ,  Ercument COLAK, Mustafa SOZEN, Ahmet KARATAS 



Dedicated to the memory of Turkish mammalogists Prof. Dr. Bahtiye 
Mursaloglu, Dr. Neget Sirngek and Prof. Dr.Salih DoZf;ramacl ... 

Cover picture: Mesocricetus bfandti (Turkish hamster) 
Photo by Mustafa SOZEN. 

Back cover Picture: Muscardinus avellanarius (Common dormouse) 
Photo by Laurens VOGELAERS 

: spalax leucodon; the line o f  mounds 

First Edition 2006 
Editor Ali Demirsoy 
Authors Nuri YiGit, Ercument Colak, Mustafa Sozen, Ahmet Karatas 

Rodents of ~ i i r k i ~ e  was printed by METEKSAN Company. 

All rights reserved. No parts of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any 
means without permission in writing from the authors. 

, 06572 Maltepe - Ankara, T~JRKIYE 

ISBN : 9944-5560-0-9 



ABOUT THE EDITOR AND AUTHORS 
Prof. Dr. Ali DEMIRSOY was born in Yuva, Kemaliye in 1945. He is one of the leading scientists 

among Animal Systematicians in Turkiye and alsp is professor in the Biology 
Department at Hacettepe University. Ali Demirsoy received his PhD degree from 
Ataturk University in Erzurum, and specializes in Turkish Ortoptera and Odonata 
fauna and Zoogeography. He teaches Invertebrate and Vertebrate Biology and 
Systematics, Zoogeography and Evolution. Ali Demirsoy is also author of a series of 
books on biology entitled Fundamental Rules of Life. He also published books such as 
Evolution, Turkish Zoogeography, Turkish Amphibia, Turkbh Reptih and Turkbh 
Mammal' He has published many scientific papers and also is project manager and 
holds an administrative position. 

Prof. Dr. Nur i  YIMT was born in Alanya in 1963. He is professor in the Biology Department of 
Ankara University and teaches Vertebrate Biology, Principles of Systematic, Animal 
Ecology and Evolution. Nuri Yig'it received his PhD from Ankara University with his 
PhD thesis "Taxonomic Status and Distribution genus Meriones (Mammalia: Rodentia) 
in Turkiye" in 1995. Dr Yig'it specializes in Turkish rodents and his research interests 
cover mammalian systematics, population genetics and vertebrate ecology. Dr. Nuri 
Yiijit has published more than 80 scientific papers and has taken part as project 
manager and researcher in many national and international projects. 

Prof. Dr. Ercument COLAK was born in Cayeli, Rize in 1960. His PhD thesis is tit led "Taxonomic 
status and distribution of the genus A//actaga Cuvier, 1836 (Mammalia: Rodentia) 
in Turkiye". Dr. E. Colak is now professor in the Biology Oepartment of A n k w  
University, and teaches Vertebrate Biology and Evolution. He his p&6shkd'mde 
than 80 scientific papers and has taken part as project manager and r-rcher? 
in many national and international projects. 

ASSOC. Prof. Dr. Mustafa sOZEN He was born in Akseki, Antalya in 1967, Associate Professor in 
Animal Systematics and is at  present Head of the Biology Department Karaelmas 
University, Zonguldak. He received his MSc and Phb degrees from Ankara University 
between 1990 and 2000. His research interests are in taxonomy, biology, 
zoogeography and the conservation of mammals. He focused especially on rodents of 
Turkiye and published about 60 scientific papers. Dr. Sozen eithdr managed or 
participated in many scientific research projects supported by Ankara University, 
Zonguldak Karaelmas University and TUB~TAK 

r. Ahmet KARATAS was born in Bulancak, Giresun in 1971. He received his BS at  
Egg University in 1989 and he finished his MSG and PhD theses at  same university in 
1996 and 2000, respectively. His scientific studies are mainly on ~urk ish  bats and 
other mammals, especially their systematics, and zoogeography. He teaches 
Vertebrate Systematics, Comparative Anatomy of Vertebrates, Principes and Methods 
of Taxonomy at  the Biology Department of Nigde University. Dr. Ahmet bratag has 
published over 40 scientific papers and he has worked in many national and 
international projects as project manager and researcher. 




